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W hy Land Mat ters

● People are at risk of displacement & dispossession
● People do not have access to financial markets
● People are less likely to invest in agricultural operations
● Indigenous People lose cultural heritage & sustainable livelihoods

Land plays a central  role in how society perceives itsel f and is the foundat ion 
for social , environmental  and economic development . W ithout  security of 
tenure….



‘Land’ in the SDGs

• 1.4.2 on land tenure security including perception of tenure rights;

• 2.3.1 and 2.3.2 on smallholder farmers, what they earn and how much they
produce;

• 2.4.1 on agriculture area;

• 5.a.1 on ownership and share of land rights of women;

• 5.a.2 on legal frameworks for women’s land rights;

• 11.1.1, 11.3.1 and 11.7.1 relating to sustainable urban tenure and open spaces;
and

• 15.1.1, 15.1.2 and 15.3.1 relating to forest areas, biodiversity and degraded
lands.

5 Goals, 8 Targets & 12 Indicators



W hy Governing Land is Complex?

● Formal and informal systems to manage and administer land 
co-exist in many countries in the Global South

● Competing claims exist over many areas of land in countries 
in the Global South

● The majority of the world’s population does not have access 
to formal systems

● High levels of corruption exists



Land Dat a  - Charact eris t ics

● Sometimes considered controversial / sensitive

● Up-to-date or undisputed data rarely exists

● Traditional land surveying tools are expensive & slow/ New technologies hard 

to scale

● Communities & gvt’s do not recognize each other’s data

● General distrust between actors & their data

● Disconnect between official gvt data & reality on the ground

● Open data on informal settlements can lead to displacement

● Open data on land values can lead to dispossession



Land Data Types



How  Accessible is Land Data? 

● The 2022 Global Data Barometer, the 
Open Government  Partnership and 
the recent ly updated State of Open 
Data Book Land chapter all conclude 
that land data is  often confronted with 
a situation of lack of transparency, 
patchy, overlapping and messy data 
record and data systems.

Global Average Module Score - 25



Land Portal  
delivers a robust  open informat ion infrast ructure

• Linked Open Data (LOD) datastore 
• 66,000 publications 
• 1,900 publication sources
• Data on 1,020 funder projects
• 725 standardised statistical 

indicators
• 59 geocoded datasets
• 310 LandVoc terms in 10

languages



Land Portal  Foundat ion Core Object ives

● Improve the documentation, mapping 
and monitoring of land governance 
issues.

● Democratize the information ecosystem 
and strengthen flows of land 
governance data, from all perspectives 
and levels.

● Promote, inform and enrich the global 
debate on land issues.



W e convene a broad and inclusive community

• 70,000 monthly visitors
• 60% of users from the Global South
• 2,000 organisations in our database
• 20,300 overall newsletter subscribers

(and 1,087 French; 2,552 Spanish; 775 
Portuguese)

• 28 webinars, debates & events in 2020
• South-South know ledge exchange
• Amplifying existing resources & getting 

knowledge to where it is needed

The Land Portal is an important and unique 
resource. It is a reliable partner when it 
comes to amplifying our messages to a 
broader network, providing an 
authoritative platform for knowledge-
sharing, and leading critical discussions 
with stakeholders.
Amy Coughenour Betancourt, CEO, Cadasta 
Foundation

The Land Portal has provided us with 
opportunities for knowledge exchange on 
various key thematic areas and networking, 
through collaboration with partners from 
local, regional and international arenas.
Mary Maneno, Senior Regional Officer, 
Transparency International Kenya (TI Kenya)



How  do w e w ork?

1. Aggregate data: publications, 
statistical indicators, spatial layers

2. Promote knowledge exchange: 
platform open to all, webinars, online 
discussions

3. Open Metadata + Open Access 
Resources

• Interoperability of l ibraries, through:

A. Advice & capacity building
○Trainings, tutorials, partnerships (NELGA, 
talks with universities in MENA region)

B. Enriching metadata
C. Enriching standards

Picture source: 
Surety Systems

https://www.suretysystems.com/infor-lawson/infor-lawson-integrating-systems/


W e create and curate accessible and original  content

• 77 peer-reviewed country profiles
• 18 in depth data stories

Other available portfoliosFeatured country portfolios Related resources

• 12 thematic portfolios
• 600+ resources in our COVID-19 hub



Land Portal  Informat ion Architecture 
A Semant ic Informat ion System

www.landportal.org
Statistical data

+
landportal.org content

Stat ist ical  data



Data Flow
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LandVoc -
A Cont rol led Vocabulary on Land 

https://landportal.org/voc/landvoc



An example of metadata curat ion - Land Library



W e ca t a lyse  an open ecosystem

Land Portal  is buil t  on open data principles 
from the ground up. W e work to spread 
responsible publ icat ion and use of open 
data through: 

• Supporting infomediaries to adopt open 
practices;

• Carrying out country- level State of Land 
Information assessments 

• W orking w ith Global Data Barometer to 
develop a worldwide  baseline on land data 
governance and availability; 

• W orking w ith Open Data Charter to develop a 
global Guide on Open Data for Improved Land 
Governance ;

• Delivering capacity building to organisations 
and governments.



Mapping  t he  Land Dat a  Ecosystem

Data ecosystem maps help to visualize, 

understand and communicate how data 

is published, accessed, shared, and used 

by different people and organizations.



Land Governance Data & Informat ion 

● Land Portal  has developed a methodology to assess 
country level land governance informat ion which can 
be used to support : 

● Improved data access and capacity development
● Identification of relevant land data for digitization or 

optimization
● Understanding of data standards relevant for land 

governance data and explored gaps in land data 
standardisation.

● Prioritise resources for Opening Up Land Data

The State of Open Data” (2019) “large donor investments in land 
registration systems, few resources are made available to enable 
open data related to these projects.”.



Open Up Guide for Land Governance

Open Up Guide on Land Governance Data
• Tool for governments to improve the quality, availability, 

accessibility and use of land data
• Stimulates citizen engagement
• Supports government's efficiency, decision making and innovation. 

The Guide ident if ies key
• High-value land governance data categories and data sets
• How they may be shared (disseminated) and published for 

improving land governance
• Good data policies and frameworks, including metadata, standards 

and governance frameworks if available
• Existing gaps or challenges in the policies and frameworks; and
• Use cases from real- life examples 

https://landportal.org/library/resources/open-data-improved-land-governance


Open Up Guide - Land Management  Data Categories

Step 1. Catalog existing data and information by six key 
land-related categories

Step 2. Assess data against 10 open 
data criteria





Open Data Use for W omen’s Empow erment

W omen's Land Rights Data

• SDGs are generating momentum around women's land rights 
- But many countries are not collecting data

• W LRs data has not been historically documented
– The data is not disaggregated by sex
– Lack of trend data

• W LRs are not accurately documented
– Scattered across several databases
– Need for clearer definitions



Open Data Use for W omen’s Empow erment

GROOTS Kenya, 
Espacio Feminista 
Brazil , Dhaatri India, 
LILAK Phil ippines
are grassroots 
organizations that 
empower women 
through data 
training and data 
collection.



Open Data is a Process, Not  a Resul t

● Open access to data is not a panacea to land-related 
problems, nor an objective in itself. 

● W hether closed or open, high quality data remain 
high quality, and poor quality data poor.  

● The key difference is that exposing data to the public 
opens it up to be studied, challenged and improved. 

● Open data is a great facilitator to research, dialogue, 
innovation and new knowledge.



Thank you Laura Meggiolaro
Team Leader
laura.meggiolaro@landportal.info
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